








j i y 
Alain theological Seminary 


Retiring Moderators Seamenyaage § pr 


=== THE SOUTHERN>S= 


PRESBYTERIAN 
>>> JOURNAL :::- 


A Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints 














JUNE 13, 1951 
The Moderators 


etn ee Ri. yeas OTT Ee ET TTT, — 
F Pas of gute BS x Fi ia i 
ees es 4 y oA 
# % a 





JAMES LUTHER FOWLE JAMES ROSS McCAIN 





Fairlea, W. Va. (Special)—The General Synod of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church in 
a fully attended meeting voted to reject union with both the United Presbyterian Church and Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. Keen appreciation for both these great churches was expressed but it was felt 
better to continue as at present. 
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EDITORIAL 
Adding To The Church 


In this issue of THE JOURNAL, we are printing 
the vital statistics of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church for 1950-51, shown in chart form and com- 
pared with the church years 1947-1949. (See Page 
13). 

We commend this chart for the careful perusal 
of our readers. Especially we would point out the 
growing membership of our church, now counted at 
702,210 with continued signs of growth and service 
in the Southland and throughout the world. 

But on one item in this data we would make 
particular comment. This is that item, printed 
emphasized on the chart, which records the number 
of persons added to our church on confession of faith 
as 29,219. This, of course, is an all-time record 
high, exceeding by more than 2,000 the previous 
high set in 1948. 

Dr. Howard Thompson deserves the heartfelt 
thanks of our church for the outstanding service he 
is giving the church and the service he is doing for 
the Lord. 

But we are sure he will join with us in saying 
that our hearts should be grateful first of all to 
God our Father for this manifestation of His bless- 
ing on the work of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church. 

Bringing in the sheaves, laboring in the harvest, 
seeking the lost sheep, however one may care to put 
it, the first work of the church is still the good news 
of the gospels, salvation to the lost through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

For God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that whosever believeth in Him, 
should not perish but have everlasting life. 


—A.D.R. 








Baptized Pagans 


We liked the word of Bishop Coadjutor John E 
Hines of Texas (Episcopal) when he told a large 
Lenten audience that the church of today is distribu- 
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ting “cheap grace, put on the market like cut-rate 
wares.” He defined “cheap grace” as “forgiveness 
without requiring repentance, baptism without 
church discipline, communion without confession, 
absolution without contrition, promises without de- 
mands, discipleship without suffering, rebirth with- 
out dying, and Christmas without Calvary but with 
tinsel and glamor.” 


What is needed, said Bishop Hines, is “costly 
grace—which means the rule of Christ in the heart.” 
Too many ministers preach a sort of “milquetoast” 
discipleship designed to appeal to the masses, white- 
wash their sins, and get additions to church rolls. 
After they have been “lined up” they are little 
better than baptized pagans. The world is waiting 
for a dynamic demonstration of the power of God in 
the lives of men that will match the courageous 
Christian living of the First Century. 

—UEA Editorial. 
—Reprinted in The Banner, June 1, 1951. 
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Global Strategy 
Includes China 


Between the extreme adulation of General Mac- 
Arthur on the one hand and the cold calculated at- 
tempts to discredit him on the other, some very im- 
portant facts are being forgotten or overlooked. We 
mention some of these because they can well have a 
bearing on our own national future. 


Although many of his subordinate officers had 
little personal affection for him they nevertheless 
recognized, respected and trusted his military judg- 
ment and the advance from New Guinea to Tokyo 
is rightfully regarded as one of the great military 
campaigns of all time. 


In the second place Japan today is a living testi- 
mony to the insight, sternness of character and 
breadth of human understanding which General 
MacArthur exercised after assuming his post as 
Supreme Commander in that land. There is no 
parallel in human history where a conquering gen- 
eral has within the space of five years put a defeated 
nation on its feet again, as a friend and not as an 
enemy. 


Again, but for the Inchon landing our troops 
even today could well be fighting a delaying action 
on the tip of the Korean peninsula, another evidence 
of the imagination and ability of General Mac- 
Arthur. 


However, these are things of the past. It is the 
future which can well be our chief concern. Ad- 
mitting the serious problems involved in having a 
military leader out of sympathy with his govern- 
ment’s policies, it should be remembered that an 
even more serious problem is a government whose 
policies are based on prejudice (towards Nationalist 
China) and, on the fear of what Russia may do, 
rather than on what is right. 


General MacArthur has recognized Communism 
for what it is and has never offered to compromise 
with it. He has been the American leader most 
feared by Russia. Where the Russians have gotten 
by with obstruction and confusion in other theaters 
where mutual responsibilities and relationships ex- 
isted they have gotten exactly nowhere in Japan be- 
cause General MacArthur refused to submit to or 
accept their dictation or obstruction. 


Furthermore, General MacArthur has continued 
to recognize General Chiang Kai-shek and the Na- 
tionalist Government as the true government of 
China and to insist on the necessity of keeping For- 


mosa, regardless of the hostile policy of our own 
State Department, both for the sake of the Nation- 
alists and the future hope of China and also for the 
sake of our own national defense. 


To those who would urge that these are political 
considerations, outside the scope of a religious 
journal, we would suggest a reading of the Old 
Testament prophets and their part in national and 
international life. 


God has seen fit to place America in the position 
of world leadership today. This leadership has been 
woefully lacking in our entire Far Eastern policy. 
We have let China slip into Communist hands. 
Even today those responsible for this tragic mistake 
continue to make the policies and speak for our 
nation in matters on which they have shown them- 
selves incompetent. This is not merely a question of 
political judgment. It involves the freedom of one 
quarter of all the peoples in the world. It involves 
the work of the Christian Church in that area. Also 
involved is the entire question of the balance of 
world power now shifted into the hands of Russia. 


There is much talk of global strategy today but 
it is not global. As important as Europe is, global 
strategy must take into consideration the fate of 
China and that fate is being determined by the 
shortsighted and distorted viewpoint of men who 
have committed themselves and this nation to a 
policy which has resulted in China’s loss from the 
side of freedom and friendship. 


We have not written on this subject for several 
weeks but we feel impelled to do so. We believe our 
China policy the most important single phase of our 
international relationships. If continued, as at 
present, China will be lost to Communism for gen- 
erations to come and America and the world will 
suffer as a result. 


What can Christian citizens do? They can and 
should pray for personal and for national guidance. 
And they also should let their opinion be heard and 
felt in Washington through their elected repre- 
sentatives. 


We admit the tremendous problems involved in 
the restoration of China to the free world. We how- 
ever believe it can be done and with a minimum ex- 
penditure of American resources. 


The alternative of a permanently Communistic 
China—to which our government now seems blind- 
ly committed—is so lacking in imagination and so 
fraught with permanent injury to all concerned that 
we should be prepared to take all steps necessary 
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which are consistent with our own national means. 


Just as a starter—why not send high-flying large 
planes over China at night, showering down mil- 
lions of leaflets telling the Chinese of our continued 
friendship for them as a people and telling them it 
is their Russian-inspired leaders who have brought 
on the present suffering? Such a campaign would 
cost us practically nothing. The results could be 
tremendously effective. There are many other things 
which could be done. Before long it will be too late. 


—L.N.B. 





Let Elders Who Rule 
Well Be Counted Worthy 
Of Double Honor 


Especially Those Who Labor 
In Word And Doctrine 


On May 20th, the Ernest Myatt Presbyterian 
Sanctuary and Sunday School Annex were dedicated 
to the glory of God. The prayer of dedication was 
made by Dr. John B. Wright, the senior elder of 
the congregation. To the medical profession of 
North Carolina, Dr. Wright is known as an eye, 
ear and nose specialist who was among the first men 
there to use certain of the new methods of relieving 
the sick. In the First Presbyterian Church of Raleigh 
he is known and esteemed as an elder with a vision. 


The Ernest Myatt Presbyterian Church, how- 
ever, knows him as their teacher, shepherd and 
leader who has taught their Bible Class and led the 
work of their congregation for half a century. When 
young Dr. Wright moved to Raleigh near the open- 
ing of the century, he went to the Old First Church. 
About the second Sunday there, Pastor White com- 
missioned him to take over the work at Ernest 


Myatt Chapel and teach the Bible Class. 


Dr. Wright has developed into a great Bible 
teacher. No week is too crowded for the busy 
practicing physician to devote from six to twelve 
hours to the preparation of his lesson .. . and that is 
a call to the preacher for a real sermon to follow 


such a magnificent exposition of the Word to the 
adult class. 


Dr. Wright is a Presbyterian elder who stands 
for his convictions. When a leadership training 
school teacher opposed the use of the Church’s 
catechism, he withdrew support from the school. In 
1951 under leadership supplied by his church the 
Christian Faith According to the Shorter Catechism 
was one of the courses taught in that training school. 


We have gotten so in the habit of thinking of the 
current move toward “lay” leadership in the Pro- 
gram of Progress and the Visitation Evangelism, 
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that we forget that great pastors like Dr. W. McC. 
White inspired their elders—Dr. Wright and Mr. 
Karl Hudson—to give themselves in lives of service 
to weaker congregations. The vision and spirit of 
sacrifice shown by Dr. White and the Vanguard 
Class and the Old First Church are worthy of the 
emulation of every congregation. When a new 
church is to be cut off from an old one, the attitude 
of Dr. White was not to send them off with a mere 
money handout. But to put into the new work some 
of the very best of the First Church’s own leader- 
ship. And Presbyterianism in and around Raleigh 
is a testimony to the wisdom of such selflessness and 
of the blessing of God upon it. 


But to return to the dedication service: the sermon 
was most appropriately preached by the Rev. A. R. 
Buffaloe, a son of the church, and a member of the 
strongest family in the congregation. 


Years ago, while Dr. Wright still had his own 
membership in the Old First, the two Buffaloe 
patriarchs were the elders at Ernest Myatt. There 
were resolutions of appreciation by the session to 
all those who gave, and in particular to the Women 
of the Church for the heating system, to Mr. Roy 
Moore for the gift and installation of the plumbing, 
to Mr. Braxton Whittaker for the wiring service, 
to Mr. Milner of Raleigh for the organ, to the 
Parker brothers for a generous gift in honor of their 
father, the first superintendent of the Sunday School 
and to Mr. Howard Collins for supervising the 
whole building work. 


Yet everyone recognized that the prayer of dedi- 
cation was appropriately made by Dr. John B. 
Wright, whose fifty years of service are engrained 
into the Ernest Myatt Presbyterian Church and 
Community. First he was teacher, then when the 
time came for the Church to be self-supporting he 
did not ask others to do what he was unwilling to 
do himself. “For that the leaders led, give ye 
thanks.” Dr. Wright is a leader who leads. He put 
his own name and strength into the Ernest Myatt 
Church and in these years of that membership the 
church has built an ample brick manse, doubled the 
size of the sanctuary, and erected the first unit of 
their brick educational building. Moreover, they 
have followed the ancient Christian custom of pay- 
ing for a building before giving it to God 


Like David of old they would not give unto the 
Lord that which cost them nothing. The building 
was dedicated free of debt. 
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God bless you Dr. Wright! May your bow abide 
in strength! May you bring forth fruit in old age! 
May God continue to bless you and the flock that 
looks to your leadership in the things of God! And 
may your tribe of mighty elders increase! 


—Wnm.C.R. 





Bitter Bondage 
(Exodus 1:14) 
All bondage is bitter. 


The slavery of the body, so common in ancient 
times, was often a bitter experience. The Israelites 
in Egypt, the galley slaves of Rome, the slaves on 
some of the sugar plantations. There is this form of 
slavery today in many countries under Communist 
control. Millions of Russian farmers have been exil- 
ed to Siberia and many more millions are in virtual 
slavery. 

The slavery of the mind is still more bitter. This 
takes the form of ignorance and superstition in lands 
like India, China, and Africa. In more civilized 
countries the mind is in bondage to false systems of 
philosophy, or false religions, as was the case in 
Greece and Rome and Germany. In some people 
the mind is a slave to prejudice or stubbornness. 
Few people are without some form of prejudice, and 
there are not many who like to acknowledge that 
they are wrong even when the truth is presented 
them. Saul of Tarsus was set in his mind against the 
Christians, and it took a vision from heaven to over- 
come the bias of his mind. Their foolish hearts and 
minds are darkened by Satan who likes nothing 
better than to keep the truth out of men’s minds. 


The worst slavery is the slavery of the soul, or 
spirit of man. He that commits sin is the slave of 
sin. His cruel master, the devil; his degrading work, 
sin in all its forms; his wages, death. What is more 
terrible than to see a man’s soul full of hatred, or 
selfishness, or uncleanness? What is more bitter 
than the experience of a man who is a slave to some 
habit, or appetite, or passion? The slave of strong 
drink is an illustration. 


Governments can issue emancipation proclama- 
tions and set the bodies of men free: education can 
do something to free the minds of men: no one but 
Jesus Christ, God, can free the soul. If the Son 
shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed. 


AEP. 





Refreshing 


Dr. Mortimer J. Adler, of the University of 
Chicago, had some of the scientists in a dither last 
week. In a lecture before the students of his own 
class, and a number of others who crowded in, he 
rejected the Darwinian hypothesis (guess) on evo- 
lution and suggested as an alternative that God may 
have created man according to the Genesis record. 


Many Christians fail to realize that the entire 
evolutionary hypothesis (guess) is the rationalist’s 
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attempt to explain the obvious fact of man’s exist- 
ence while at the same time denying God’s creative 
act. 


Recognizing that the theory of evolution involves 
the necessity of transition stages, both in the lower 
forms of life and also in animals, the “missing link” 
has been feverishly sought after and prehistoric men 
have been “reconstructed” from a few scattered 
bones by men who have had more imagination than 
scientific honesty. 


From all we have heard, Dr. Adler is a brilliant 
individualist who delights in shocking his audience. 
To us it is refreshing to have some of the un- 
supported theories of men who deny man’s relation 
to God through His special creative act, attacked 
by others who have equal status in the scientific and 
educational world. 


More profitable far than the fruitless search for 
the missing link between man and beast is the re- 
cognition of the One who is the known Link be- 
tween God and man, the Lord Jesus sae 5 7 





Octopus 


Within a period of twenty-four hours four people 
recently died in the Asheville area as the direct 
result of alcohol. 


If, during a similar period, there had been four 
deaths from polio, every church, school and other 
place of public gathering would have been closed. 
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As it was there was not even newspaper comment 
on the cause of these deaths. 


But then, we live in an enlightened age. Part of 
this enlightenment includes a gradually increasing 
strangle-hold of the liquor industry on avenues of 
advertisement and public opinion. If our readers do 
not believe this try active expressions of opposition 
to present “control” of alcohol! 


—L.N.B. 


You may be surprised. 





Studying The Bible 


At college we study Hebrew and Greek, theology 
and philosophy, ethics and logic, criticism and her- 
meneutics, history and homiletics, but in no college 
in Great Britain, at any rate, is there a chair of the 
English Bible. This is a grievous omission. The 
consequences of it are only too evident in present- 
day preaching. It is desirable and necessary that a 
minister have some acquaintance with the above- 
named subjects, but this can be no compensation for 
the want of a thorough knowledge of the English 
Bible. The above subjects are largely for the disci- 
pline of our minds, but the latter is the sum and 
substance of our message. 


A young minister came to me and said he wished 
to take my Bible Correspondence Course. Asked 
why, he replied, “Because I’m run off my bebbin.” 


“Where did you train, and who were your pro- 
fessors?” 


He told me where and under whom he had taken 
a four years’ theological course. I asked, “How long 
have you been in the settled ministry?” 


His answer left me gasping, ““T'wo years.” 
ping, J 


Here was a man who, after four years’ course, 
was bankrupt at the end of two years! What was 
wrong? Various answers might be given, but this, 
at any rate, was true, that he had never studied the 
Bible. —W. Graham Scroggie, in Christian Digest, 
condensed from The Sunday School Times, reprint- 


ed in The Banner, June 1, 1951. 





Giving Versus 
Raising Money 


“Tt is both a privilege and a duty, plainly enjoined 
in the Bible, to make regular, weekly, systematic 
and proportionate offerings for the support of re- 
ligion and for the propagation of the Gospel in our 
own and foreign lands, and for the relief of the poor. 
This should be done as an exercise of grace and an 
act of worship.” (Book of Church Order, Par. 
337). It is the stand of our Presbyterian Church 
that money for the carrying on of the Church’s 
work is to be received through offerings which are 
to be acts of worship on the part of the members. 


With regard to concerts, suppers, and other such 
methods of raising money, the General Assembly has 
declared: “That the General Assembly advise 
against all such means for securing money to be 
used in the Master’s work. This advice is given 
because we believe that the Lord has ordained that 
giving should be an act of worship, and thus a 
means of grace.” In further support of this position 
a pamphlet recently published by the General Coun- 
cil has the following statement: “God is not honored 
by the money given at church fairs, bazaars, and 
suppers. He is honored only by the voluntary offer- 
ings of His people. The world does not read the 
Bible, it reads Christians and judges Christianity by 
its followers. Concerts, oyster suppers, and all such 
‘catch-penny-methods’ are belittling to the Church, 
dishonoring to God, and contemptible in the eyes of 
the world.” 


Only recently have I seen the truth of this demon- 
strated, where a community is ‘fed-up’ on the efforts 
of some of the churches to pay—at least in part— 
for their new buildings by suppers, cake sales, spon- 
soring movies, etc. 


Not too long ago I was speaking in another 
Church which has employed these means of raising 
money and in talking with one man whom we were 
seeking to win to Christ and unite with the Church, 
one objection he made very clear was that the 
Church had too many suppers, barbecues, etc. His 
complaint was that Church members were not will- 
ing to carry the financial burden of the Kingdom 
but by these devious methods sought support from 
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the community at large. Of course, for him this may 
have been a dodge; nevertheless it is an evidence of 
the witness against the Church that such methods of 
money-raising produce. 


The testimony of our Church’s constitution, the 
deliberations of the General Assembly, our literature 
on stewardship, the actual experience of our Church- 
es reveal that we are witnessing not for but rather 
against our Lord when we seek to “raise money” 
rather than to “give.” A check of the results of 
such methods likely will reveal that they are not too 
effective in producing funds. Whatever amount is 
raised cannot possibly offset the contempt they 
generate. Futher it becomes more difficult to secure 
the total amount needed, and to obtain the regular 
funds required for the operation of the Church as 
Church members are educated wrongly in steward- 
ship and may come to feel that all funds should be 
raised in such ways. Every Church, the small as well 
as the large, does much better when this same 
amount of effort is expended in teaching the mem- 
bers true stewardship. The Session is responsible for 
this and in line with the teaching of our Church 
should see to it that no organization within the 
Church violates these important principles. 


After all, the only reason such methods are used 
is that Church members fail to meet their responsi- 
bilities which they accepted as they took the vows of 
Church membership, Under present conditions the 
small Church of only 100 members, considering that 
only 40 percent have incomes and the average in- 
come is but $2,000 per year, would receive $8,000 
per year if its people were tithing; a Church of 50 
members would receive at least $4,000. Let us see 
to it that no one can say of any local Church, “sh 
is a beggar.” 


We do well, when tempted to “raise some money” 
to bear in mind these words on “Church Sociables” 
that appeared in the secular magazine, THE STATE, 
in 1949: “Every time a church organization holds 
some kind of a social affair—such as a turkey din- 
ner, a bazaar, or some similar event, it advertises to 
the world that its members are too stingy to pay 
their church dues. And that, it might be added, is 
extremely poor advertising. Not only that, but in 
staging these dinners, or in selling various articles, 
the churches are engaging in unjust and unfair 
competition with the merchants of the communities 
in which they are located. Any church, which is 
forced to resort to these methods in order to raise 
money with which to operate, should do so with a 
feeling of shame for the slackers in its congrega- 
tion.” 


W. H. Beckmann, 
Chairman, Stewardship 
Committee. 

—The Concord Presbyterian. 
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The Ten Commandments 
according to 


The Shorter Catechism 
By Dr. Wm. C. Robinson 


Q. 54. What is required in the third command- 
ment? 


A. The third commandment requireth the holy 
and reverent use of God's names, titles, attributes, 
ordinances, word and works. 


This commandment is concerned with the same 
subject as the first petition in the Lord’s Prayer. 
It is broad in its extent and deep in its penetration. 


The third commandment requires the holy and 
reverent use (cf. Ps. 111:9). Reverent means to 
fear or stand in awe of God, His worship, or His 
Word. Fear is commended in the New Testament 
(II Cor. 7:1; I Pet. 1:17), as well as in the Old. 
Indeed, Christians are given grace to worship God 
with reverence and godly fear. Heb. 12:28. 


As God is beyond our ability to know fully, He 
has revealed Himself in a series of names, titles and 
attributes. So rich is God in the fullness of His 
being and His manifold mercies to us that we need 
more than one word to understand Him—yes, we 
need all the words of the sixty-six books of the 
Bible and thereafter the work of His hands in 
nature and life. 


Some of the personal names given in the Word 
are God, the Almighty, the LORD or Jehovah, our 


Saviour, and our Father. 


The titles used to describe His character or re- 
lations are still more numerous and varied, for 
example: Creator, Preserver, King of Kings, God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the God of 
Grace, the God of all Comfort, the LORD our 
Righteousness, the Father of mercies, 


Attribute means to ascribe to one, and is used in 
our catechism answer 4 to denote the qualities of 
God’s character: wisdom, power, holiness, justice, 
goodness, mercy and truth. 


The ordinances are those things appointed or or- 
dained by God for use in the Church such as 
prayer, praise, preaching of the Word, the Chris- 
tian sacraments. 


The Word here means the written Word of 
Scripture which comes by His inspiration and with 
His authority to reveal His will and record His 
acts—to bring us to faith in Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. 


The works are the doings of God in creation, 
providence and redemption. When we use the Word 
as glasses the sin-darkened eyes of our hearts are 
enabled to read God’s wisdom and power in the 
works of His hands, 











The 
Priesthood 
of 
All Betevers 


Delivered at the opening session 
of the 91st General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. &., 
in Orlando, Fla., June 7, 1951 


By Dr. Ben Rice Lacy, Jr. 
Retiring Moderator (See Cus) 


Text: “But ye shall be named the Priests of the 


Lord; men shall call you the Ministers of our 
God.” Isaiah 61 :6. 


As Moderator for a year I have been impressed 
by the fact that the world needs three things com- 
mitted in a special way to the Reformed Church, of 
which our Southern Presbyterian Church is a part: 
first, the doctrine of God’s sover- 
eignty; second, the doctrine of 
God’s grace; and third, the doc- 
trine of the universal priesthood of 
believers. This third doctrine is 
rooted in and springs from the 
second of these doctrines, 


Once accepted and put into 
practice by believers it is capable 
of transforming individuals and 
nations, 


This doctrine was formulated 
by God’s first words from Sinai: “And Moses went 
up unto God, and the Lord called unto him out of 
the mountain, saying, Thus shalt thou say to the 
house of Jacob, and tell the children of Israel; Ye 
have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how 
I bare you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto 
myself. Now, therefore, if ye will obey my voice 
indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a 
peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all 
the earth is mine: and ye shall be unto me a king- 
dom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the 
words which thou shalt speak unto the children of 
Israel.” (Exodus 19:3-6). Prior to this faithful 
men had been the priests of their own homes and 
clans—Abel, Noah, Abraham, Job, Jethro, and 
others. Now it is foretold that the entire nation may 
become a kingdom of priests, All were to be holy, 





all were to offer sacrifices and prayers. But in order 
to school and discipline the nation a special family, 
that of Aaron; from a special tribe, that of Levi, 
was to be set apart; clothed and anointed in a pe- 
culiar way as priests to mediate between God and 
His people and to offer gifts and sacrifices. This ex- 
periment was never altogether successful, even 
when the priesthood was reorganized under David. 
The consecration of a special group apparently did 
not prevent the secularization of the nation, and in 
accordance with the proverb, “Like people, like 
priest” the priesthood itself became degraded, and 
with the nation was swept into exile. 


Then it was that a prophet of the Exile renewed 
the prophecy of the priesthood of all believers. He it 
was who understood best the symbolism of the 
Tabernacle and of the Temple and described the 
Suffering Servant: the Anointed One, the Messiah, 
the Christ, who would bear the sins of His people. 
In the heart of these prophecies he announced: “But 
ye shall be named the Priests of the Lord: men 
shall call you the Ministers of our God.” (Isaiah 
61:6). 


It was difficult for men to realize that the Mes- 
siah, the Anointed One, the Christ, was to be the 
Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the 
world, and was to constitute Himself the great 
High Priest through His own sufferings and 
prayers. Yet after His Resurrection it was given to 
His disciples to understand. When the Eunuch, 
quoting a part of Isaiah’s great prophecy, inquired: 
“Of whom speaketh the prophet?” 
Philip opened his mouth and be- 
ginning from the same scripture 
preached unto him Jesus. With 
this understanding of the high 
priesthood of Christ, and redemp- 
tion by His grace, came a new 
proclamation and a new applica- 
tion of the doctrine enunciated on 
Sinai and by Isaiah. Peter de- 
clared: “But ye are a chosen gen- 
eration, a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath call- 
ed you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” 
(I Peter 2:9). And John on Patmos begins the 
great message of Revelation in these words: “John 
to the seven churches which are in Asia: Grace be 
unto you, and peace, from him which is, and which 
was, and which is to come; and from the seven 
Spirits which are before his throne; and from Jesus 
Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first 
begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of 
the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us 
from our sins in his own blood. And hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him 
be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.” 


(Revelation 1 :4-6). 


The New Testament contains no slightest refer- 
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énce to a priestly caste in the Christian Church. 
Apart from references to the Temple and her 
priests, the only uses of the word are in connection 
with the High Priesthood of Christ and the royal 
priesthood of believers. As Christians lost the sense 
of their own divine vocation, to be holy unto God, 
they too created an official priesthood to whom they 
could delegate many sacred functions which they 
themselves were unwilling to assume. The develop- 
ment of the hierarchy resulted, as in Isaiah’s day, in 
the ultimate secularization both of the people and of 
the priests. Rob men of their sense of sanctity and 
place other men between them and God and you 
debase them. The Reformation attempted to abolish 
the tyranny of professional priests and to restore the 
privilege of priesthood to all. However, human 
weakness persists and even in churches which most 
clearly enunciated the priesthood of believers the 
ordained ministers assumed too great authority and 
the people yielded their powers too willingly. James 
I, of England, said in anger: “Presbyter is priest 
writ large.” The Church is weakened when the 
minister either assumes or has thrust upon him by 
his members honors and functions which belong to 
all. As members of a royal priesthood each Chris- 
tian has a holy office, and individual ministers are 
rightly set apart for special offices and functions 
only when elected to such from among their 
brethren. It is the task of those of us who are min- 
isters both to indoctrinate our people with the con- 
ception of their divine priesthood and to relinquish 
gladly any authority which we have acquired. 


The acceptance and application of this doctrine 
will have the following effects: 


It will destroy dictatorship in church and state 
and lay the basis of representative government in 
both. One who feels that he is of the royal priest- 
hood will delegate his powers to those of his own 
choosing but will not be robbed of them. It is no 
mere accident that representative government upon 
the face of the globe is found only in those lands 
where this doctrine has prevailed. Nor will the peo- 
ple of America or of any other land long continue to 
enjoy representative government if they either per- 
mit a priestly caste to assume their responsibility or 
neglect to retain their dignity and sanctity as indi- 
vidual priests before their God. 


We are too prone, however, to identify the king- 
dom of priests with a particular political organiza- 
tion. A nation, as such, has never become Christian. 
They are more often organized against God than 
for God. We have seen this in Nazi Germany, 
Fascist Italy, and Communist Russia, but evidence 
of anti-Christian elements are not lacking in our 
own land. The hope, however, of all nations is that 
within them there shall be enough Christians, im- 
bued with their high calling, to transform the po- 
litical, economic, and cultural elements. 


The idea of Vocation derived from that of the 
priesthood of all believers gives us this hope. Simply 
stated this means that every Christian exercises his 
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priestly offices in the occupation and circumstances 
to which God has called him. In the Roman Cath- 
olic Church for one to have a religious vocation is 
to enter a convent, monastery, or the priesthood, 
but the true Protestant can be called of God to 
manufacture hats, or dig wells, or service auto- 
mobiles—each in his own sphere and calling. Thus 
is each occupation brought under the domination of 
Christ and men and women engaged in any work 
approved of God are rendering a divine service. 
Such a conception practiced by owners, managers 
and workers in industry alone gives hope that peace 
and productivity and a better distribution of the 
good things of the earth can be assured. When from 
the least unto the greatest the Christian recognizes 
his work as holy unto God and designed for the 
helpfulness of God’s children we shall see fulfilled 
the words of Isaiah which immediately follow the 
text: “You shall eat of the riches of the nations, and 
you will glorify yourself in their glory.” 


It is the further acceptance and application of 
this doctrine which produces martyrs. Every refer- 
ence to the Kingdom of priests, both in the Old and 
New Testament, was made amid the suffering of 
God’s people: From God to Sinai to Israel recently 
delivered from captivity and facing forty years of 
wilderness wandering; from Isaiah to the Baby- 
lonian captives; from Peter to the dispersed and 
persecuted of Asia; from John to the Church men- 
aced by all the organized forces of evil. The Dutch 
in their flaming towns and flooded lands; the 
French through their Dragonnades and Exile; the 
Scots through their Killing Times were sustained 
in their suffering by the thought that they were 
priests of God. Bishop Berggrav, of Norway, 
writes, “The Christian has two weapons, the Word 
and suffering,” and Mlle. de Dietrich has declared 
in her book, Le Dessein de Dieu, which has such a 
wide circulation in all of Protestant Europe: “Even 

(Continued on Page 19) 
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LESSON FOR JUNE 24 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Church Under Persecution 


Scripture: II Timothy 2:1-9; I Peter 4:12 - 5: 
11; Revelation 1; 7:9-17. Devotional Reading: 
II Timothy 2:3-13. 


Jesus was persecuted. He said to His disciples, If they have persecuted me, they will also persecute you; 
Marvel not if the world hate you; it hated me before it hated you. We need not expect to be carried to 
the skies on flowery beds of ease. In the Book of Acts we have the account of the persecution of the early 
church, first by the Jewish leaders, and later by the Roman authorities. The most severe persecution of the 


Church by the Roman emperors came a little later. 
Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome was a mild type. 
It was later, under Nero, that he suffered marty- 
dom. 


The history of the Church has been one of per- 
secution, at different periods, and by various enemies. 
After the Church became strong and popular, and 
worldly-minded under Constantine and his succes- 
sors, persecution ceased for a time. This time of 
ease, however, was not good for the Church; she 
became exceedingly lax and corrupt, and was more 
like a pompous political power than the holy body 
of Christ. Instead of coming out and being separate, 
the Church had opened her doors to a flood of un- 
regenerate and self-seeking men who used Her to 
further their own interests. When reformation was 
attempted, the worst sort of persecution began. The 
Apostate Church instituted the Spanish and other 
Inquisitions and thousands upon thousands of Chris- 
tians suffered untold agonies. If you will read Fox’s 
Book of Martyrs your blood will run cold at its 
horrors, and your wrath will burn as you wonder 
how these people could pretend to be Christians and 
inflict such torture upon the real followers of 
Christ. It is always true, however, that apostate 
leaders are the worst persecutors. We see this in the 
case of our Saviour and the scribes, Pharisees and 
chief priests. 


In these last days we have witnessed a renewal 
of persecution on the part of the German and Rus- 
sian leaders. We may expect bitter persecution of 
the Church wherever Communism gets in power, 
for atheism and Christianity have nothing in com- 
mon. 


Our lesson is chiefly concerned with how Chris- 
tians should bear this trying of their faith, these 
hardships, trials, and afflictions, and the rewards 
that come when we are faithful unto death and 
receive the crown of life: if we suffer we shall also 
reign with him. 


I. Illustrations from Life: 
II Timothy 2:1-9. 


1, “Endure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.” No soldier expects an easy time. He knows 
there is a war to be fought, enemies to face; danger 
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and death are to be his comrades. Our draftees are 
trained for months, and a great part of that train- 
ing is to enable them to meet the hardships of a 
soldier’s life. 


The Captain of our salvation was made perfect 
through suffering: namely, He had to experience 
suffering in order that He might be a High Priest 
Who could feel with us in our sufferings. 


The soldier separates himself from the ordinary 
affairs of life in order that he may be a good soldier 
and please him who has enrolled him in his army. 
The world, the flesh, and the devil are all arrayed 
against us. The battle is fierce. There is much to 
suffer if we are to be good soldiers. 


2. “If a man contend in the games,” he does not 
expect an easy time. He has to train; to get his 
muscles hardened, and in the best condition. The 
Greeks were great people for games. The Christian 
life is a race, a strenuous game in which the best is 
expected of those who run the race or take part in 
the games. 


3. “The husbandman that laboreth.” Farming is 
hard work. The ground must be broken, the seed 
sown, the harvest reaped. The Christian is God’s 
farmer. In the harvest field there is work to do. 


4. “Remember Jesus Christ.”” He endured to the 
death, and conquered death. Therefore we ought to 
endure all things. We can never be more severely 
persecuted than our Saviour; we can never face the 
trials and hardships He faced. No matter how 
heavy our cross it can never be as heavy as His, for 
He bore our sins in His body on the tree. If we die 
with Him, we will live with Him; if we suffer, we 
will reign with Him. 


II. Suffering “as a Christian.” 
I Peter 4:12 — 5:11. 


“If any man suffer as a Christian let him not be 
ashamed ; but let him glorify God on this behalf.” 


1. Suffering is not a “strange thing” for the 
Christian. As we have seen, it is the expected, the 
natural thing. We are living in a world where the 
natural, unregenerate man hates God and hates the 
good. No other explanation can satisfy all the facts 
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of history, especially Church history. The record in 
the Old Testament, in the New Testament, in the 
early Church, and in later church history, is the 
same. The “seed of the woman,” and the “seed of 
the serpent” are at enmity with one another. 


2. Suffering is a glorious thing. Blessed are they 
that are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye when men 
shall revile you and persecute you and say all man- 
ner of evil against you. Rejoice inasmuch as ye are 
partakers of Christ’s sufferings. When His glory is 
revealed we will be glad with exceeding joy. Paul 
says that he glories in tribulations. 


3. Suffering on account of sin, is of course, a 
different matter; it is a shameful thing. There is a 
lot of such suffering in the world. Our jails are full 
of criminals. Let no Christian suffer as an evil doer. 


4. If we suffer according to the will of God then 
we can commit our souls to Him. We can cast all 
our cares upon Him Who cares for us. 


5. Our adversary, the devil, is on our trail. We 
must be sober, vigilant, and resist steadfast in the 


faith. 


6. After we have suffered a while, we will be 
made perfect, established and strengthened. The 
school of suffering is not pleasant, but it is profit- 
able. Paul has a lot to tell us along this line, for he 
was one of the world’s greatest sufferers. If we will 
read the account of his sufferings in his letters we 
can see the “marks of the Lord Jesus” in his body. 


Ill. The Blessed Reward of the 
Persecuted. Revelation 1; 7 :9-17. 


The Book of Revelation is the account of the 
Conflicts and Triumphs of the Church. It is a book 
of warfare. There are tremendous forces of evil ar- 
rayed against God and the Lamb, and the Church. 
These evil powers use every means to persecute 


Christians and the Church. 


1. The author of the Book—or rather, the one 
to whom the writing is committed—was John. The 
Author of the Book is Christ Himself. It is the un- 
veiling of the Christ. John was an exile on the 
island of Patmos, suffering this form of persecution. 
He describes himself as “your brother in tribula- 
tion.” It was while he was suffering that he is given 
these visions and is told to write down these mess- 
ages. They were given directly to John. There is no 
book in the Bible which will bring greater en- 
couragement to us in these days than this last book 
of the Canon. 


2. The Persecuted; Rewarded in 
Heaven: Revelation 7 :9-17. 


Who are these arrayed in white robes? Here is a 
great question and its answer: 


(1) They are a Great Multitude of saved people 
gathered from every nation and people and tongue 
under heaven, a multitude whom no man can num- 
ber. He shall see of the travail of His soul and be 
satisfied. We can imagine the names of some of that 
great multitude. Heaven is a big place and Salvation 
is to be a glorious success, 


(2) They have come out of great tribulation. 
Many of God’s people are poor people; many have 
been sick people; many have had terrible trials of 
various sorts, 


(3) They have had a great Cleansing, have 
washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 


(4) They have a Great and Honorable Service— 
serve Him day and night in His temple. Heaven 
will not be a place where we will have nothing to 
do, but a place of blessed work. 


(5) They have a great satisfaction. ““They shall 
hunger no more, neither thirst any more”; we shall 
be satisfied in heaven. 
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You Can... But Will You! 


You and I have grown up in a period of time when discipline is almost a forgotten thing. Everybody 
wants to live by the idea: “I want what I want when | want it and I’m going to have it.” And some even 
go so far as to say that personalities are warped unless they get everything they want. Yet discipline is still 
with us. We know that no army can win the war without military discipline. No man can become a doctor 


Introduction 


without a long period of discipline in which he is 
wholly dedicated to medicine. No man can become 
a great musician without the discipline of being 
dedicated to long hours of practice. It is still true 
that no one gets ahead in any field without a disci- 
pline that separates him from many things that 
waste his efforts, and dedicates himself to the things 
that make his efforts accomplish something in the 


field. 
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The Christian life is no different. We become 
Christians by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and receiving everlasting life. What Christ makes of 
us, and what we make of that everlasting life, will 
depend upon the kind of discipline in Christian 
living that we follow. In the Word of God this 
Christian life is often compared to a race, a warfare, 
a wrestling match, building a building—all things 












that require training and discipline. Our Scripture 
lesson tonight sets the Christian life before us in the 
analogy of a race. Let us study it for a moment from 
that point of view. 


Scripture Lesson - Hebrews 12:1-2 
1. The Race 


When we begin to consider the Christian life as 
a race, it is very well to think in terms of a track 
meet. When a dual track meet is held between the 
teams of two different schools, not just anyone can 
go down and run in the various events. If a man 
wants to run in the 100 yard dash he must be a 
member of one of the teams, and he must be entered 
in the race by the coach. All too many people try to 
enter the race of the Christian life by just trying to 
do better and live religiously, but they are never on 
the team. When you and [| believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ we are born again into membership on 
the team and Christ, our great Coach, has entered 
us in the race. 


2. The Course 


The writer of Hebrews not only exhorted the 
believers to run the race, but he says it is the race 
that is “set before them.’”’ You and I have many 
ideas about the life we should live and the service 
we should render, and many of them are good. But 
Christ is the one who has set the course which we 
must follow, and we must seek His mind and will. 
When you are entered in the 100 yard dash you are 
assigned a lane, and you must run in that lane to 
the tape. It will do you no good to run just as fast 
in the opposite direction, or to get off the track and 
run on the grass. To count in the race you have to 
stay in the set course. To count in the Christian life 
you have to run in the course set down by the Lord 
Jesus Christ in His Word. He tells us what we 
must do and how we must do it. 


3. The Training 


In the early spring when you report for track 
there are several things that begin to take place. On 
the one hand, you do not report for track with your 
overcoat on. Nobody can run the 110 yard high 
hurdles with an overcoat on. If you report for track 
with an overcoat and tell the coach that you are not 
going to take it off because there is nothing wrong 
with wearing an overcoat, he will tell you to sit on 
the bench and keep nice and warm while somebody 
else runs the high hurdles; because an overcoat is a 
weight that cannot be overcome. In the Christian 
life our training calls for us to unload a lot of 
attitudes and habits about which there may be some 
question as to whether they are morally right or 
wrong, but about which there is no question that 
they are weights that hold back spiritual growth and 
retard spiritual achievement. In training we must 
unload the weights. 


Not only, when we report for track, must we 
unload the weights, but we must go into a period of 
training that will develop our wind and strength. 





Anything that cuts our wind and strength must be 
taken out of our diet and our pattern of life. So in 
the Christian life, we must avoid those sins of un- 
belief and disobedience that cut our spiritual wind 
and weaken our spiritual fiber. Those sins we meet 
again and again as we read the Word of God. 


Unless you and I are willing to unload the 
weights and eleminate the sins, we will not make 
the team in Christian living. 


4. The Pace-Setter 


As we run the race of the Christian life, we must 
ever keep our eyes upon the Lord Jesus Christ. He 
has led the way and set the pace. We must run even 
as He ran, if we are to win. 


SUGGESTIONS 


In Presbyterian Youth the discussion and sum- 
maries of the program material are followed by a 
Scriptural meditation. Use the outline above for a 
meditation of Hebrews 12:1-2. Those who lead 
this meditation can easily work in the thought of 
the remainder of the Scripture lesson. In 1 Corin- 
thians 9:24-27 there is no doubt that Paul wrote 
from what he had seen at some of the Greek games. 
Philippians 3:13-14 easily reminds us that no one 
ever wins if he spends his time looking backward 
while he tries to run. 





A Mighty Presbyterian 


In The Hattiesburg (Miss.) American, during 
March, there was carried on quite a debate be- 
tween ... Mr. L. E. Faulkner, a_ Presby- 
terian ... and Dr. John W. Moore, a Methodist 
pastor, concerning the Federal Council (now 
the National Council) and its left-wing tenden- 
cies. Of course the “pink-fringe” activities of 
some of our Methodist leaders got into the dis- 
cussion, which was somewhat emphatic at times. 


This ... Faulkner certainly took care of the 
situation handsomely. For myself, I am getting 
awfully sick of seeing some Methodist preacher 
rush to the defense of every subversive group in 
the country. I glory in a Presbyterian ... who 
has the intestinal fortitude to defend sound doc- 
trine and the American Way of Life. I am a 
Methodist, but I am often ashamed of my gang! 


—TuHeE METHODIST CHALLENGE, 
June, 1951. 
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REQUEST 


Several years ago a large group in our 
Church covenanted to pray each Saturday 
night for a revival. Some may have forgotten 
this covenant, others may never have heard 


of it. 
EACH SATURDAY NIGHT 
Pray For Revival 
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COMPARATIVE SUMMARY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE 
UNITED STATES FOR THE LAST FIVE YEARS 
STATISTICS 








1947 1948 1949 1950 1951 
OO rr re ee 17 17 17 17 17 
NOE sos: a nk anton Ge a Aik out Sal S008 am ao a 87 87 87 85 85 
CO OPS SCLC CL TC ee 2,636 2,663 2,694 2,717 2,799 
CO SPP SS ET CSS Ce 3,542 3,560 3,602 3,647 3,666 
NI ks. ka de scans es ae end eae we 18 18 12 16 27 
suk: ais. sls’ ‘kaha Da alta ti 512 569 700 739 907 
Licensures . 46 42 32 35 82 
Ordinations - a dha: Gab aaah acon 73 56 65 57 116 
Pastoral Installations .. .. .. .. .. .. -. .. - -- - 404 328 366 378 397 
SSC CO TT 249 271 319 283 284 
Churches Organized .. 52 42 53 65 44 
Churches Dissolved . 27 25 15 13 32 
Churches Received from Other ‘Denomina- 
| Ee ee ae 6 1 2 iio 
Churches Dismissed to Other ‘Denomina- 
Oe Ey en naneren eee 1 BD icciieintteanii 
Ministers Received from Other “Denomina- 
tions .. .. 29 32 30 34 38 
Ministers Dismissed to Other ‘Denomina- 
tions .. .. 18 13 18 21 22 
Ministers Deposed or Divested of Office _. 4 8 4 1 5 
Ministers Deceased - 57 40 44 46 47 
Ruling Elders . 20,180 21,488 22,174 23,252 24,068 
Deacons . 24,121 25,451 26,686 27,992 28,975 
Added on Profession of Faith .. 23,121 26,140 19,293 24,657 29,219 
Added on Reaffirmation . <u ue ac ce oe en 0b SAtSbiennhnNOni enieibnbalanniialiats coneneibuimieliaias - sienna 6,926 
pe 40,127 43,597 40,433 44,420 40,391 
Te IED as, kx 00: 00 se av nd oe exw ow a 613,701 638,652 653,594 675,489 702,210 
Adults Baptized .. 13,804 15,770 12,334 14,703 16,710 
Infants Baptized . 11,907 15,381 11,916 14,736 16,904 
Total Sunday School Enrollment . 448,262 470,271 491,552 522,112 548,885 
Outposts or Chapels .. patents 667 662 627 587 548 
CONTRIBUTIONS 
World Missions (Regular) . deci $ 1,377,355 $ 1,538,641 $ 1,325,174 $ 1,229,712 $ 1,300,507 
Specials & Program of Progress Sat igdvcaie lcs <a enaer 715,503 633,203 766,272* 443,190 
Assembly’s Home Missions a 518,301 501,698 501, 698 SCL SS0 suns 
Emergency Fund . ee Renee 450,468 (| See peer 
Program of Progress . WRT cn inl eer tl it gaaby ningebensaaia 134,758 “185, 810 "159, SOI. ccmeniucen 
Church Extension (Regular) . Sonmnacisilbiiiaisieiidid: “scudatadasissnialiia’ snniileapiesibadiin aoa 659,089 
PPreegeres GE PUIG nn nn nc as as nn nw oe ae a tescsccccccececcescs ccccnsassenstansnies encerscencncenecanen cesenncensesasoreets 139,376 
Christian Education & Ministerial “Relief 
(Regular) - ‘ 357,267 385,530 378,842 SS 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund . 14,151 4,891 5,367 BQ en es 
on 4,329 90,951 OG GGO sac 
Annuities & Relief (Regular) . enhanc sahetubalaad ee 426,945 
RE SAEED TUNED sick: as 10d: we 2s cn 0s snbiscnnornstindieies: (nnisbdnbapieiahinns Semmens taal 869 
Religious Education - Assembly (Regular) 149,654 124,492 149,654 CS aa 
I i “ik! ee: pn, Se Ss enn 86,148 79,695 | | eer ee 
SIE © II ac: 20. on none ti co ee. on a> cevspieshbtiinntnin | apeunidunseneaseeen”) Sauna ann heneaioennaa 212,467 
Program of Progress . wa ed ge Pea Men te 5 uauscaanie alia. ada aa ie 69,865 
Assembly’s Training School - 46,560 53,737 157,401 86,167 76,836 
American Bible Society . at ik ak slp te hel 32,835 32,483 35,711 57,2457 31,245 
Other Assembly Benevolences .. .. - 407,531 427,233 511,051 450,290 303,822 
Religious Education - Synod & Presbytery 140,240 148,904 184,515 DODDS  scviciciséonsan 
Education - Synod & ~ yageaipaguala niccnctiqhibissacanila +0issstebadbididtie cittbeiciea diate 266,822 
Educational Institutions .- ditnte eh laadacas 1,725,247 1,294,832 1,125,973 1,030,358 1,045,609 
Homes .. .. .. il lalate i Nt tlh ai 689,580 805,666 799,772 816,687 864,377 
Local Home Missions .. .. . 1,570,115 1,809,275 2,072,112 2,219,985 2,256,707 
Other Synod & Presbytery 1 Benevolences 171,393 255,896 330,954 569,293 548,273 
Miscellaneous Benevolences . 496,754 571,708 604,710 636,109 773,084 
Pastors’ Salaries . pale tee wtatia/aai dats 4,736,583 5,158,671 5,641,325 6,061,020 6,628,953 
Current Expenses aah dbsed aos ad ail hd ab aetna 8,118,748 9,552,769 10,742,417 12,283,189 138,252,124 
ee 5,268,577 6,875,151 8,851,179 10,316,422 11,121,597 
;  -eaeer eee $26,271,359 $30,489,730 $34,407,514 $38,088,733 $40,421,757 
Per Capita: For Benevolences . .. .. . .. .. 13.28 13.94 14.03 13.96 13.41 
For Current Expenses .. .. ... .. 29.53 33.80 38.61 42.43 44.15 
Per Capita Totals .. .. .. .. .. $ 42.81 $ 47.74 $ 52.64 $ 56.39 $ 57.56 


These figures are not in every case the same as appear in the preceding tables, but are partly derived 
from the reports of the Boards. The figures represent gifts from living donors only. 

*Contribution of $116,040, Birthday Gift from the Women of the Church, is included. 

+Contribution of $26,000, Birthday Gift from the Women of the Church, is included. 
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Church Colleges Must Stand 


For Convictions, Davidson 
President Tells Trustees 


The following is part of a report to Davidson 
College trustees: 


The responsible place of the small liberal arts 
church college in the life of the Church and of the 
Nation in these critical days needs only intelligent 
thought to make it crystal clear. What this type of 
college did in the early beginnings of our democracy 
is needed to repeat itself now in this time of na- 
tional emergency. Jt is high time for those of us who 
represent such colleges to stand on the housetops 
and to declare our convictions. It is also time for us 
to renew our strength and to guarantee our product. 
This type of education is liberal in that it deals with 
the truth and with basic things in the lives of people 
and provides an education upon which a life is to be 
built as well as by which a living is to be made. It is 
independent and is, therefore, a strong antitoxin to 
statism and to much that is current in our immense 
schools where the individual is lost in the shuffle. It 
is Christian in its basic assumptions and teachings 
and attempts to be so in its life and conduct. Its 
teachers are men and women of Christian character 
and example with a contagion which makes itself 
felt in the characters of those who study. 


This is a plea for a renewed conviction on the 
part of the Church, the Nation, the Alumni, the 
Faculty and the public with reference to that which 
we are seeking here and elsewhere to do. The small 
church college is in position to make itself felt with 
the impact of Christian character and unselfish 
leadership upon the life of our country. While our 
colleges are small—and this is one of their distinc- 
tive values—they are rather numerous. It has al- 
ways been true that their alumni have taken places 
far in excess of their proportionate numerical 
strength in the leadership of the Church, the 
School, and the Government. These men and wo- 
men can become again a leaven within our society 
permeating the thought and life of the people with 
those qualities which are in such dramatic need at 
this time. Our chief hope is the Christian leader 
who is usually the product of the Christian College. 


The moral and spiritual life of this nation is at a 
low ebb. The fact that crime, drunkenness in high 
places and low, immorality, dishonesty in govern- 
ment and in business, is emblazoned daily in our 
public press, is but an outward expression of a low 
moral and spiritual life of our citizenship. The 
times are ripe and over-ripe for a spiritual rededica- 
tion and a moral awakening in which the colleges, 
like our own, have their responsibility. We shall be 
blameworthy if in times like these we do nothing 
more than look after our own and see no further 
than our small boundaries and limit ourselves to the 
routines of college existence. It would be a glorious 


ce 


thing if even a limited number of colleges which 
possess our heritage and influence could and would 
gird themselves for this time of crisis and great 
world leadership. 


The 1950 Annual Report of the General Educa- 


tion Board has this impressive statement: 


“The private liberal arts colleges which have 
had a hard struggle to obtain sufficient funds 
to meet rising costs and to make essential im- 
provements are a vital part of Southern edu- 
cation. They send on into the fields of research 
and scholarship a greater number of graduates 
than do many of the larger universities. They 
serve a substantial proportion of the students 
enrolled in the South. Their strength lies in 
their intimate faculty-student relations, the 
high quality of instruction they can offer, the 
intellectual and cultural environment they pro- 
vide, their devotion to the fundamentals of lib- 
eral arts, and their leadership in setting stan- 
dards and practices for others to follow. In- 
adequate support weakens these functions and 
in turn undermines the very justification for 
the continuation of these colleges. Yet, prop- 
erly supported and properly dedicated to their 
special function, these institutions can greatly 
influence the intellectual life of the South. 
Even generous support will be no more than is 
necessary if these colleges are to maintain 
their place and purpose. With vigorous leader- 
ship they may hold their position and be more 
than community colleges or schools for special- 
ized instruction. They can become vital centers 
of scholarly interest, where traditions of 
thoroughness, excellence and liberality pre- 
vail, from which these virtues radiate into the 
cultural life of the whole region.” 


Joun R. CUNNINGHAM, 
President. 





Davidson Holds 117th 


Commencement Program 


Davipson, N. C.—One of the largest graduating 
classes in Davidson College’s 117-year history—173 
seniors—received diplomas May 28 in concluding 
ceremonies of commencement. 


In size the 1951 class is second to none in, David- 
son’s history. The distinction previously belonged to 
the class of 1947 which also numbered 173 men. 


Fifty-five R.O.T.C. graduates received army com- 
missions and will be ordered to duty immediately. 
In addition, a number of their classmates, deferred 
until June for college study, expect draft calls in 
the near future, 


Six honorary degrees, awarded to leaders in the 
ministry, education and business were bestowed by 
President Cunningham. The men honored (see 
picture, Page 16), were Lawrence G. Calhoun, mis- 
sionary to Brazil; James T. Cleland, Duke Univer- 
sity preacher; Lauchlin M. Currie, vice-president of 
the National Carbon Company; Harry P. Harding, 
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for 36 years superintendent of the Charlotte City 
Schools; Ernest E. Norris, president of the Southern 
Railway; and Dr. Marshall Scott Woodson, presi- 
dent of Flora Macdonald College in Red Springs, 





@ Distinctive Christian Education 





N. C. J h Th CO @Military Training in R.O.T.C. 
Dr. John N. omas, professor and dean at 
Union Theological Seminary in Richmond, Va., Presbyterian College 


preached the Baccalaureate Sermon Sunday, May Clinton, S. C. Box E Marshall W. Brown, President 
27. (See below). 








Highlighting the opening day of Davidson College’s 117th Commencement weekend was a concert by 
Patrice Munsel (insert) accompanied by the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra, shown above. Promi- 
nent figures in the Commencement program were (top row) Dr. J. N. Thomas, Baccalaureate 
speaker; Joseph H. McConnell, national Alumni president and head of NBC; Davidson President 
John R. Cunningham, and (bottom row) Trustee President J. McDowell Richards, and James T. 
Cleland, the Commencement speaker. (Also see picture, P. 16). 





Work To Begin In addition, the seminary is seeking $150,000 for 
On Seminary Library, library facilities and equipment. 
Other Funds Sought Also conditioned on the raising of extra funds, is 


another gift of $100,000 to be used to enlarge and 
extend the seminary’s administration building. The 
seminary must raise $350,000 to obtain this do- 
nation. 


Decatur, Ga. (PN) — Columbia Theological 
Seminary has been authorized by the board of trus- 
tees to let contract for construction of the $350,000 
library building, according to an announcement by 


J. McDowell Richards, seminary president. The board of trustees met here in May to con- 


The seminary has raised $230,000 of the needed sider these financial matters. Dr. William V. Gard- 
$350,000, which, when raised, will make available ner, pastor, First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, 
another $100,000 offered by an anonymous donor. Ga., is chairman of the board. 
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Honorary degrees at Davidson College’s 117th Commencement went to six leaders in business, 
education, and the ministry. The men honored were (top row): James T. Cleland, preacher in the 
Duke University Chapel; Dr. Lauchlin M. Currie, vice-president of National Carbon Company; and 
Harry P. Harding, superintendent emeritus of the Charlotte City Schools; middle row): Dr. Marshall 
Scott Woodson, president of Flora Macdonald College; Lawrence G. Calhoun, missionary-educator 
in Brazil; and (bottom row): Ernest E. Norris, president of the Southern Railway System. 





Cousar, Semonis Employed 
By Research Committee 


Decatur, Ga. (PN)—Robert W. Cousar, Jr., 
a recent graduate of Columbia Seminary, Decatur, 
Ga., and Mrs. Irene Semonis, St. Louis, Mo., have 
been emploved on a temporary basis by the General 
Council’s Committee on Research. They are the 
first paid workers employed by the committee. 


During June, July and August, Cousar will study 
possibilities for closer co-operation between the Gen- 
eral Assembly, the Synods and the Presbyteries in 
plans, program, meetings and finance. In the fall he 
will enter the University of Edinburgh, Scotland, 
to study under a higher education fellowship in the 
field of theology. 

Mrs. Semonis will study trends of giving in rela- 
tion to per capita income. William Witherspoon, 
St. Louis (Mo.) layman, and Philip Howerton, 
Charlotte (N. C.) layman, are serving resnectively 
as chairman of two research sub-committees on 
finance and co-oneration of church courts. 

Cousar will also serve as summer supplv pastor 
for the Union Presbyterian Church near Gastonia, 


m. 
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Six-Synod Pastors’ Conference 
Held At Columbia Seminary 


Decatur, Ga. (PN)—Presbyterian pastors from 
six synods attending the Annual Ministers’ Week 
and the Annual Rural Pastors’ Conference at Co- 
lumbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Ga., May 
21-25 heard a series of lectures by Dr. Donald W. 
Richardson, former moderator of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. and former faculty member of Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va. and of the 
Nanking Theological Seminary in China. 


Dr. Richardson spoke each night on the general 
theme of “Christianity and Other Religions.” The 
titles of his six lectures were: “Religions and Hu- 
man Needs,” “The Universality of Religion.” “The 
Nature of Religion,” “Christianity and Other Re- 
ligions,” “The Christian Attitude Toward Other 
Religions” and “Christianity and Human Needs.” 

Morning lectures were given each day by Dr. 
James B. Green, emeritus of Columbia Seminarv on 
“The Book of Exodus”; and by Dr. Henry S. Ran- 
dolph, Director, Rural Church Work, Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., New York City, on “The Work 
of the Country Church.” 
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Afternoon lecturers for the Rural Pastors’ Con- 
ference included Dr. H. H. Thompson, Director of 
Evangelism for the Presbyterian Church, U.S., 
speaking on “Evangelism and the Rural Church’; 
Hon. George McLain, distinguished newspaperman 
of Tupelo, Miss., speaking on “An Adequate Com- 
munity Development Program”; and Dr. D. B. 
Walthall, Board of Education, Richmond, Va., 
speaking on “Religious Education in the Town and 
Country Church.” 


The Ministers’ Week was under the direction of 
President J. McDowell Richards of Columbia Sem- 
inary ; and the Rural Pastors’ Conference was under 
the joint direction of Dr. James M. Carr, Director 
of Country Church Work, Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., Atlanta, Ga. and Dr. Cecil Thompson, Pro- 
fessor of Evangelism and Rural Church Work at 
Columbia Seminary. 





Union Seminary Commencement 
Held, Christian Ethics 
Chair Established 


The board of trustees of Union Theological 
Seminary, Richmond, Va., has established a pro- 
fessorship of Christian Ethics and called the Rev. 
William MclI. Thompson, Ph.D., pastor of the 
College Church at Hampden-Sydney, Va., to hold 
the chair, according to an announcement by Dr. 
Ben. R. Lacy, president, at graduation services 


May 22. 


The board also elevated Robert White Kirk- 
patrick to full Professor of Homiletics and con- 
ferred degrees on 63 graduates, the largest total 
number of degrees ever given by the 139-year-old 
seminary. I'welve ministers received the Doctor of 
Theology, 13, the Master of Theology; and 38 
Seniors, the Bachelor of Divinity degree. 


The Monroe Wicker Award, given by the 
Young Men’s Bible Class, First Presbyterian 
Church, Charlotte, N. C., to the student “Whose 
fidelity to duty, love for others, and devotion to 
Jesus Christ are an abiding inspiration,’ was 
awarded this year to Eugene Kirkman, of Atlanta, 
Ga., and pastor-elect of the Forest Hills Presby- 
terian Church, Martinsville, Va. 


Frank Davidson, middle classman from New 
York City, was given the E. T. George Prize for 
the greatest improvement in the speaking voice dur- 
ing the session just ended. 


William E. Phipps, of Waynesboro, Va., was 
announced as the Campbell Scholar for the coming 
year. 


According to information supplied by Dr. James 
Appleby, director of field work, the following are 


the churches to which senior classmen have been 
called: 


JUNE 13, 1951 





\ Cooperative Enterprise 
between your church and you 


An Annuity with our Board of World Missions 
not only provides you a dependable, lifetime 
income, but also gives you an active share in 
the work of spreading the Gospel in foreign 
lands. 


For these Annuities are also Gifts to Foreign 
Missions. The principal you invest in the An- 
nuity ultimately becomes available for mission 
work. During your lifetime, you receive a stated 
annual income on this money, the income rate 
comparing favorably with that from other sound 
investments. 


All of these features, and more, we will be glad 
to explain in fullest detail. Just write for litera- 
turé on our Annuity Gift Plan. Address: 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 





POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 
” To Foreign Missions a Share” 
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J. F. Austin, of Hugo, Okla., to Bennington, 
Okla.; Richard Bolls, of Indianola, Miss., to Wil- 
liamson Memorial, R.F.D. 1, Ringgold, Va.; 
Charles E. Book, of New Castle, Pa., to Grace 
Covenant of Richmond, Va.; Lewis V. Boyle, of 
Steele’s Tavern, Va., to Falls View and Hugheston 
Churches of R.F.D., Montgomery, W. Va.; Henry 
F. Chestnut, of Clinton, N. C., to the Morton and 
Bethlehem Churches, R.F.D., Rocky Mount, N. C. 


John Cowan, of Nashville, Tenn. , to the Potosi 
(Mo.) Church; Charles Donnell, of West Palm 
Beach, Fla., to graduate work at Princeton; H. M. 
Elam, of Ellerton, Va., to the Methodist Church 
there; Mrs. John E. Ethison, of Richmond, Va., to 
remain as a teacher in Richmond; Thomas W. 
Foley, of Richmond, Va., to Washington, D. C., a 
missionary-elect to Brazil; Randolph Graham, of 
Greenville, S. C., to Chester and Centralia, Va.; 
and R. Tal. Haynes, of Winnsboro, S. C., to Circle 
Court and Circletown Church, R.F.D., Fayette- 
ville, N. C. 


J. T. Hayter, of Abingdon, Va., to Kenansville, 
N. C.; Joseph Holder, of Vrendenburgh, Ala., to 
Morven and Camden (N. C.) Churches; J. F. 
Hubbard, of Bon Air, Va., to Kirkwood Church in 
Kannapolis, N. C.; G. W. Ingram, of Jackson, 
Ohio, to the Davis Memorial and Sutton Churches, 
Gassaway, W. Va.; W. W. Johnson, of Shreveport, 
La., to the Cleburne Avenue Church in West He- 
lena, Ark.; Eugene E. Kirkman, of Atlanta, Ga., to 
the Forest Hills Church in Martinsville, Va. 


Lewis L. Lancaster, of Sumter, S. C., to the 
First Church, Kingsport, Tenn.; Samuel D. Ma- 
loney, of Knoxville, Tenn., to graduate work at 
U.T.S.; Leighton B. McKeithen, of Cameron, N. 
C., to the Comfort, Sherwood and Big Rockfish 
Churches, R.F.D., Fayetteville, N. C.; William S. 
McLean, of Lenoir, N. C., to graduate study at 
U.T.S.; Wentz Joseph Miller, of Danville, Va., to 
the First Church, Texas City, Tex.; Kay M. Mis- 
enheimer, of Asheville, N. C., to the Fairfield, Eno 
and Little River Churches, Cedar Grove, N. C.; 
and John V. Moore, of Charleston, W. Va., to 
graduate work, Boston University. 


Norman K. Morgan, of Albemarle, N. C., to the 
Pineville (W. Va.) Church; Julian §. Orrell, of 
Ashland, Va., to the Winns Baptist Church of Ash- 
land; Robert F. Park, of Petersburg, Va., to the 
Old Fort (N. C.) Church; Fitzhugh Read, of 
Warrenton, N. C., to the Lake Waccamaw and 
Ashwood (N. C.) Churches; Marion Simmons, of 
Meridian, Miss., to the Broadway and Cross Keys 
(Va.) Churches; J. V. C. Summerell, of Newport 
News, Va., to the Blackstone (Va.) Church; 
Charles S$. Sydnor, Jr., of Durham, N. C., to the 
Herveytown and Hazard (Ky.) Churches, and 
then graduate study in Washington, D. C.; John 
H. Thompson, of Louisville, Miss., to the First 
Church of Louisville; Leslie C. Tucker, of Canton, 
Miss., to the Chadbourn and Page’s Mills (N. C.) 


Churches; Lamar Williamson, of Monticello, Ark., 
to graduate study in Montpellier, France; J. T. 
Womack, of Norfolk, Va., to graduate study at 
U.T.S., after the summer at Montreat, N. C.; D. 
G. Woody, of Charleston, S. C., to the Bear Grass 
and Robertson’s Chapel Churches, R.F.D., Wil- 
liamston, N. C.; and James T. Young, of Pine 
Hall, N. C., to the Northfork (W. Va.) Church. 


Two seniors not receiving degrees were Hubert 
T. Kaylor, of Bristol, Va., to the Fairmont Church, 
Richmond, Va.; and Howard W. Gilkeson, of 
Fisherville, Va., to the Laurinburg (N. C.) 
Church. 





Columbia Commencement 


Program Held May 27-28 


Commencement exercises marking the close of 
the one hundred twenty-third session of Columbia 
Theological Seminary were held May 27-28. The 
baccalaureate sermon for members of the graduating 
class was delivered by the Rev. Alton Glasure, 
D.D., pastor of the First Presbyterian Church of 
St. Petersburg, Fla. 


Dr. R. W. Cousar, pastor of the Central Presby- 
terian Church of Chattanooga, Tenn., was the 
preacher at the annual service of the Student Society 
of Missionary Inquiry, which was held in the Cha- 
pel of the Seminary. 


Graduation exercises were held May 28 in the 
Oakhurst Presbyterian Church of Decatur, Ga. Dr. 
Edward G. Lilly, pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Charleston, $. C., and a member of the 
board of directors of the seminary, delivered the 
graduation address, and Dr. Wm. V. Gardner, of 
Atlanta, Ga., chairman of the board of directors, 
awarded the following certificates and degrees: 


Certificates: Robert Lee Bullard, Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; Vernon Ernest Inman, Lockhart, S. C.; 
Raymond Ambrose Petrie, Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; 
Edward Watson, Atlanta, Ga.; Robert Ashlin 
White, Jr., Atlanta, Ga. 


Bachelor of Divinity: James Dennis Aderhold, 
Decatur, Ga.; Raymond Joseph Ball, Syracuse, N. 
Y.; Leonard Cooper Blanton, Laurel, Miss.; Dan- 
iel Adonis Bowers, Newport, Tenn.; Samuel Sen- 
tell Cappel, Alexandria, La.; John Calvin Ches- 
nutt, Milledgeville, Ga.; James Edward Craig, 
Cramerton, N. C.; Joseph Cromer Eckstine, Union- 
town, Ala.; Frank Charles Havlicek, Miami, Fla.; 
William Lamar Hicks, Covington, Ga.; Robert 
Hoyt Jordan, Atlanta, Ga.; Charles Edwin Kirk- 
patrick, Blenheim, S. C.; James Dempsey Mat- 
thews, Atlanta, Ga.; Kirk Noye Nesbit, Savannah, 
Ga.; Harvey Reed Overton, Jr., Pulaski, Tenn. ; 
Donald Bray Patterson, Wheaton, IIl.; Joséph Sid- 
ney Rigell, Panama City, Fla.; Armando Rodri- 
guez, T'ampa, Fla.; David Burnell Seabrook, Johns 
Island, §. C.; James Monroe Terrell, St. Louis, 
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Mo.; Harold Lowell Thomas, Lakeland, Fla.; 
Frank Calvin Wilkinson, Mooresville, N. C.; John 
Calvin Wingard, Batesville, Ark. 

Bachelor of Divinity, Cum Laude: Ismael An- 
drade, Recife, Brazil; Shelstone Wallace Carr, 
Laurel, Miss.; Robert Wilbur Cousar, Jr., Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn.; Albert Grady Harris, Jr., Macon, 
Ga.; Thomson Quarles Johnston, Spartanburg, S. 
C.; George William Long, Jr., Barboursville, W. 
Va.; Charles Luther Moffatt, Johnson City, Tenn. ; 
Larry Beaver Robinson, Honea Path, S. C.; Rus- 
sell David Toms, Hialeah, Fla.; Edward Lee Wil- 
lingham, III, Augusta, Ga. 


Bachelor of Divinity, Magna Cum Laude: Har- 
old Whitfield Minor, Jr., Atlanta, Ga.; David 
Royal Moorefield, Lancaster, §. C.; William 
Richard Thurman, Decatur, Ga. 


Master of Theology: Gabriel Abdullah, Jackson- 
ville, Fla.; John Newton Ashenfelder, Baton 
Rouge, La.; Cheves Kilgore Ligon, Decatur, Ga. 

Master of Arts in Biblical Education: Miss 
Elizabeth Arnold, Sylacauga, Ala. 


The Wilds Book Prize for outstanding scholar- 
ship was awarded to William R. Thurman, of De- 
catur, Ga., who was also the winner of the Dr. 
James Robert Howerton Prize for the best paper in 
the field of Church Polity. The R. A. Dunn Award 
for the outstanding paper in defense of the Deity of 
Christ was presented to Mr. Miles Douglas Har- 
per, Jr., of Hattiesburg, Miss. The Indiantown 
Country Church Award was won by Mr, J. Ed- 
ward Craig, of Cramerton, N. C. 

More than one hundred graduates of the semi- 
nary met at the annual Alumni Luncheon just pre- 
ceding the commencement exercises and elected the 


following officers of the association for the coming, 


year: Rev. Frank Alfred Mathes, of Birmingham, 
Ala., president; Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor, of De- 
catur, Ga., vice-president; and Rev. A. Allen Gard- 
ner, of Atlanta, Ga., secretary-treasurer. 





This issue of Tue JournaL went to press before the 
actual business of the Generai Assembly meeting in Orlando, 
Fla., got underway. In the June 20 and June 27 issues of 
THe JourNnat complete coverage of the entire meeting will 


be published. —ED. 








THE PRIESTHOOD OF ALL BELIEVERS 
(Continued from Page 9) 


as the priest held himself before the altar of God 
for all the people, in the same way the ‘people of the 
priests,’ this royal priesthood, holds itself before 
Him for all the people of the earth.” 


While we of this Assembly may now be spared 
such suffering, are not our Christian brethren in 
Korea and other ravaged nations making their sac- 
rifice? And who knows how long it will be before 
our own people will be called on to make their own 
offerings? Indeed, is not the entire task of the 
Church bound up with the conception that the offer- 
ing of sacrifices and of prayers must be made by 
every Christian in order that men may be brought 
to Christ and His Kingdom made triumphant? 
Paul declared: “Yea, and if I be offered upon the 
sacrifice and service of your faith I joy and rejoice 
with you all.” 


Another impression which I will add to those 
enumerated at the beginning of this message, and 
one which has come to me with overwhelming in- 
sistence during the past year, is that our Southern 
Presbyterian Church is on the verge of a great re- 
vival which will affect the work of our Church in 
its expansion through evangelism, in its teaching 
through all of its educational processes and in its 
world conquest through its missions. The realiza- 
tion of these expectations, while dependent in no 
small measure upon the quality and number of our 
ordained men, is even more dependent upon all of 
our members, realizing that they are to offer gifts, 
prayers and sacrifices that will make them priests of 
the Lord and ministers of our God. 


John Owen in his classic on the Holy Spirit 
quotes Psalm 105:15 as follows: ““Touch not my 
CHRISTIANS and do my prophets no harm.” 
“Christ” means “the Anointed One.” When one 
has named us “Christians” we have been named 
“the anointed ones.” Anointing was used only in 
the coronation of a king and the consecration of a 
priest. Christ was anointed as Prince and Priest, 
and all true Christians are kings and priests unto 
God and the Father. We shall reign forever and 
ever only if we assume our priestly functions. 








Now Keady 
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